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VOR THE MAGAZINE, 


_ Having lived in 
have passed through the several stages of in- 
_. fancy, childhood, youth and middle age, and I 
feel as well as know, that the down-hill of life 
lies directly in my future path. Infaney, child- 
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doctrine of the Saviour, they will be hereby 
nurtured up into the christian spirit and faith. 


-| They will become christians in disposition be- 


fore they ever know the absurd sentiments, 


this world fifty-six years, I/which have darkened the understandings of| fying her father. 


professed divines, and filled christendcm with 
contentions and persecutions, and stained ‘her 
fairest possessions with blood. Let parents be 
cautious that their good and wholesome exam- 


hood, youth and middle age I shall never again} ples are duly connected with their precepts 


experience; but though I am sensible of this 
fact, I really feel more interested for the good 
of those who are to pass these seasons of life 
than at any former period of my earthly jour- 
ney. That I may, therefore, cast in a mite, 
which may, in some possible case, tend to the 
advantage of human nature, while travelling the 
path which lies in my rear, I here attempt to 
give some advice. 

For the good of infancy I must advise pa- 
rents to look on their little ones according to 
the testimony which Jesus bore of them, in the 
days of his flesh. He said, “of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” I advise parents to be- 
lieve not one word of the doctrine which teach- 
es that infants are born into the world with a 
load of hereditary guilt, infinitely criminal in 


the sight of our Waker, and which exposes, 


them to his endless displeasure and wrath; be- 
cause such doctrine is directly calculated to 
dry up the sweet stream of parental kindness, 
on the one hand, and on the other, to produce 
a revolt, in the heart, from that God, whose 
tender mercies are over all his works, and whom 
his rational creatures ought both to love and 
adore. 
sonably trace that bitter, unreasonable severi- 
ty, which millions of little children have suffer- 
ed from the very hands to which nature pre- 
sented them for protection; and to the same 
origin we Jook for the cause of all that spurious 
religion, whose object has ever been, by all 
the means at the disposal of human wisdom, to 
reconcile an offended god, and to placate his 


and instructions, that children may know that 
parents believe those sentiments and principles 
which they endeavor to persuade them to im- 
bibe. It is of important service that children 
are taught to attend to the duties of devotion; 
that they are careful to attend public worship, 
_ paying attention to the loveliness of the divine 
chatacter, which is held up in Sermons, and 


prayers, and which is celebrated in hymns of| ject of the denial. 


praise. If parents always discover to their 
children a fervent desire to attend public wor- 
ship, on the Sabbath, their children will natur- 
ally imbibe those feelings, and the habit will 
not only prove advantageous, but agreeable 
;and pleasant. I am aware that some parents 
;may feel a remissness with regard to attending 
public worship, on account of the dulness or 
|want of talent in the preacher, and as preach- 
iag is my profession, | am very sensible that 
these faults are in me, and I heartily pity my | 
hearers on this account; but at the same time 
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that I realise my defects and feel the necessity | you are his heritage. 


feelings by intemperance? If not, then let me 
beseech you, by the love you have for your 
angel daughter, not to poison her by bad ex- 
ample, nor wound her delicate spirit by morti- 
But shall I not give offence, 
by even supposing that wives and mothers may 
be so lost to a proper sense of propriety as in 
this vice to step aside? Dear Sisters, forgive 
me, if I offend, but hearken to my advice. 

To your wholesome precepts and good ex- 
amples, dear parents, you are advised to add 
prudence in your indulgences of the desires of 
your children, and wisdom in what you deny. 
By no means deprive your children of pleasures 
which are innocent and which lead to no in- 
convenience. When you deem it proper to 
deny their requests, be careful that they are 
made to perceive that their benefit is the ob- 
In this way you will secure 
their love and their confidence, and by this 
possession you will find your task of govern- 
ment easy and pleasant. I most fervently beg 
of you not cruelly to punish your children for 
their faults, nor allow them to be unreasonably 
punished by their instructors. The cruel prac- 
tice is growing out of use; but there remains 
too much of it still. Rods will harden, kind 
words ‘will soften. 

But I must not forget to give some advice to 
children, as well as to their parents. Child- 
ren, you are most precious in the sight of God, 
You are most precious 


of endeavoring tu remove them, I will go on|in the sight of your Saviour: You are most 


with my advice; and will advise parents to at-| 
tend with their children to the devotions of the | 


age and experience operating to their constant 
advantage. 


you. 
It is to this doctrine that we may rea-| sanctuary, that youth may have the example of who was specially missioned to preach the gos- 


precious in the eyes of him who now advises 
Hearken to the injunction of that apostle, 


pel to the gentile nations. “Children, obes 


Let parents deliberately cast in your parents in the Lord, for this is right.— 


their minds the question, how much attention) Honor thy father and mother (which is the first 


they would be glad to have their children pay 
to religion, and when they have brought out! 
the answer to their entire satisfaction, then I. 
advise them to pay as much attention to reli-- 
gion themselves, for they ought not to desire’ 


commandment with promise) that it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayest live long ou 
the earth.” ‘That you may duly honor your 
parents, you must obey them. Your pareats 
have lived longer than you, they have had 


wrath, which was supposed to burn against | their children to do more than they are willing ‘more experience, they are therefore capable of 


man for his native depravity. 
vise parents to habituate themselves to look on 
these little ones as Jesus hath taught them to 
do, and ever consider them and treat them as 
the heirs of God’s infinite love. By so doing 
all the native fondness of the parental heart 
and affections will be rendered lively and ac- 
tive, and while it affords indescribable pleasure 
to the parent, it will at the same time be the 
medium of comfort and support to those tender 
ones, whose cries are wounds and whose smiles 
are pleasure. 

I would furthermore advise parents to attend 
strictly to the injunctions of St. Paul, to bring 
up their children “in the nurture aad admoni- 
tion of the Lord.””? Teach them, while very 
young,to believe in God astheir creator and pre- 
server; As the giver of all good things, and 
who deserves our supreme loye for his universal 
and efficient kindness to his creatures. Let 
them early be taught to exercise the same 
spirit to each other, and to all persons, which 
our heavenly Father exercises towards all his 
creatures, This being the very essence of the 


offspring with the advantages of their example. | 

While on this subject, a subject of the great- | 
est interest to the rising generation, I must be | 
indulged to advise parents, in relation to their) 
habits, to be extremely cautious not to indulge | 
in any, in which they would not be glad to have 
their children to copy them. You are a father: } 
would you be glad to see your son in the habit 


of drinking ardent spirits? Would you like to 
have him punctual to his dram before break- 
fast, and to another before dinner, &c. &c.?— 
Then set him the example! But if not, by the 
love you bear your rising son, Jet me warn you 
not to indulge in a practise which leads direct- 
ly to ruin, You are a father: remember then 
that good example and good advice are far bet- 
ter for your children than riches. 

You are a mother—Should you be pleased to 
see your daughter addicted to intemperance? 
Look forward and anticipate the time when she 
may be a wife and a mother, like yourself, and 
say whether you feel willing for her to wound 
the heart of her husband, and mortify his manly 


I therefore ad-;to do, and they ought to accommodate their giving you good counsel and profitable advice; 


and as they have no interest to serve but the 
promotion of your benefit, you may safely yield 
your judgments to their’s, and your inclina~ 
tions to their directions and restraints. Hi. B. 


New-Hampshire Association, 


Will be held on the 2d Wednesday and Thursday in 
June next, at Washington, N. H. 


Coparinership Dissolved. 


Tur subscribers inform the public that the Copart- 
nership heretofore existing under the firm of BOWEN 
& CUSHING, is this day dissoived by mutnal consent 
All demands against said firm will be settled by HEN- 
RY BOWEN. All persons indebted to said firm are 
requesied to make immediate payment. 

HENRY BOWEN, 
Boston, May 4, 1827. JOHN D. CUSHING. 


heThe Universatist MAGAZINE will be pub. 
lished in future, by HENRY BOWEN, who most re- 
spectfully calls on those who are in arrears, to forward 
the amount immediately. 
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, Liberalist.  |they do not attach infinitely more importance, 
trop the (Biminaied ER nt a ascribe infinitely more glory to the Gos 
NEWS RECEIVED FROM COLUMBIA COLLEGE, | pel, and consequently to God, its Glorious Au- 
OTON . thor, than any other people do? If this be the 
a ia ailing fact, we ask again, whether the doetrine that 
We received, on Monday evening last, some | does this, is not the most likely to be true? You 
important, and Waity items of intelligence from are also requested to point out any passage In 
the above famous institution, communicated by Scripture, where, by fair interpretation, hell 
one of its professors, and which we hasten to is used to denote a place of punishment in 
lay before our readers. The gentleman did another world. . 
not inform us whence the information originat-| The above questions, Gentlemen, are stated 
ed, but after due deliberation, we have come in honest simplicity, and sincerity of heart. We 
to the conclusion, that it was derived trom cer-!think them of sufficient importance to you, to 
taim documents yclep’d Church confessions; as | your cause, and to your enquiring hearers, to be 
we have been unable to trace it to any other| promptly met by you, and candidly answered 
or higher source. We were informed that “all ;—Think not to shield yourselves behind the 
finally impenitent sinners must be lost eternal- | popular clamour, nor to cover yourselves with 
ly.’ That “the 25th Chap. Mat. describes ajthe specious pretext of Universalian insignifi- 
future general judgment.” That “the words|cance : Inquiry is making rapid progress 


everlasting and eternal ‘in this’ chapter, have |among your hearers; its effect will be finally | — 


the same meaning inthe original Greek.”” Won-|j0 sap the foundations of your churches, unless 
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derful Discovery! “That “if one denotes the | 
endles happiness of the righteous, the other | 
does as plainly, the endles punishment of the) 
wicked.”? More wonderful still! 
tempts to limit the meaning of this word to any 
thing short of endless duration, were too weak, 
and futile, to deserve a refutation.” That 
“the doctrine of eternal death, endless misery, 
&c, were too plainly tanght in the Scriptures, to 
be mistaken by the honest inquirer.” That 
“the glory of the Gospel consists in the fact, 
that by it, God will rescue great numbers of! 
the huwan family from endless perdition.”* | 
That “there is sucha ‘place as hell.” After) 
giving this intelligence, as in’ duty bound, to 
our readers, we would now appeal to the Rev. 
Gentleman, or to any other of the Rev, Cler- 
gy, for further information in the premises. 
Gentlemen, will you be good enough to point 
_ out any Seripture, that will justify us in believ-| 
ing, any will remain finally impenitent? that! 
all will not.be reconciled to God? To explain! 
to our understanding, in what part of Matthew | 
25th, and how, by fuir argument, a future gen- 
eral judgment is described? Or what part of) 
the subject has any reference to a future state. 
at all?) Franklysacknowledging that the words | 
-everlasting and eternal are the same; and 
prove the endless punishment of the wicked, as) 
well as the endless happiness of the righteous, | 
we respectfully solicit you to show that it 
proves either... If the ‘attempts to limit the 
meaning of this word, are too weak to deserve 
a refutation, will you inform us why many, 
learned Clergymen had not discovered the: 
tact before they undertook to refute those “ieak | 
attempis,” and failed in their attempts?” If the | 
doctrines of eternal death, and endless misery 
ts too plainly taught in the Sacred Scriptures, | 
to be mistaken by the honest inquirer, will 
you, (for in that case it must be an easy task) | 
point out to the hon:st inquirer, where he can 
find it? If the glory of the gospel consist in 
the fact that by it, God will reseue a part of 
mankind from endless perdition, will you in- 
form us, why that glory would not be infinitely 
increased, should God execute his “will, to 
have all men to be saved,” by bringing the | 
whole to the knowledge of the truth, making | 
them holy, and thus “rescue the whole from! 
endiess perdition?’’ The latter being the belief! 


those inquiries are rationally gratified. Step 
out then Gentlemen, from behind the ramparts 
of your own pulpits, and manfully answer, Our 


That “all at-| columns are at your service. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


REFINED ORTHODOXY. 


Tn almost all things people are making im- 

rovements, divinity not excepted. Our Hop- 
kinsian doctors have discovered that our heav- 
enly Father will eventually save as many of 
the human family, as will coutribute to his own 
glory aud the general good of the universe.— 
They have also found out the fact, that the 
glory of God and the greatest good of the uni- 
verse require, that far the greatest part of the 
human race should be forever sinful and mis- 
erable. How they came to make these dis- 
coveries we are not informed; nor do we know 
the proper evidences on which these facts are 
supposed to rest, though it is contended that 
they are consistent with the divine goodness,— 
In relation to the foregoing scheme of divinity 
we think proper to ask whether we have not 
reason to regret that the supreme Ruler of the 
Universe was not an evil being in room of a 
good one, and that his greatest dishonor, and 
the greatest possible evil of the universe were 
not the grand objects of his universal, omnipo- 
tent government? If the highest glory ofa 
good God, and the greatest possible good of 
the universe require that the great part of 
mankind should be stwnful and miserable to all 
eternity, is it not a fair conclusion that the 


‘greatest dishonor of an evil God, and the} . ne) ihe see 
‘createst possible evil. of the universe would|5°9, especially professors of  Chiwistianity, to 


require that the greatest part of the human fam- 


ily should be forever righteous and ieee ed Pe aan ge PA has been the 
means of the martyrdom of many a person, 


happy? H.B. 


From the (Gardiner, Me.) Chr. Intelligencer. 


TO REV. RUSSELL STREETER. 


Desr Sir,—Your note of this morning, ad- 
dressed to the “Chairman of the Committee of 
the First Universalist Society in Portland,” 
was received, and communicated to them, this 
day, at the Annual Parish Meeting; in answer 


of Universalists, we wish to know, whether to which, I am directed to say, that it is with|s 


extreme regret, and with the most acute feel: 


* The Rey. Professor did not inform us how great ings, that they reluctantly comply with your 


@ part God would rescue, &c. —Consequentis, he left us! ie. ” 663 - 9 A; : 

oe J3 bad s > Ss 
atdilas to know, of how much glory the Gospel is wor- | oe t” for an ‘immediate’? dissolution oi 
thy: For of Courte, the prenti ess of the glory must be the SUBeS ROD, which has 80 long and SO hap- 
ia due proportion, with the greatness of the number re-||)tly subsisted, during your pastoral care over 
ecued. them;—that they feel the most lively interest 


OF, Yo ae and happiness, hee 
your amiabl amily; and t bo rm 
and unwavering conviction, that you were fully 
and sendoaiy of the opinion that it was your 
duly to dissolve your ¢o ith the Socie- 
ty, would have induce em to comply with 
your request, so long as they could, consistent- 
ly with your rights and wishes, have avoid- 
ed ees i oy ter ana 
Wherever you aay hereafter sojourn, hey 
have the happiness to believe, that no Pastor 
ever left a Society, with more sincere friends 
behind him, than you will leave in Portland, 
Finally, may the God and, Father of us all, 
guide and protect you, with your dear family, 
through a long life.of happiness to yourselves, 
and usefulness to the community, which is the 
fervent prayer of us all; particularly of 
Your sincere friend, and = 
Obedient and humble servant, 
Seacehe bid eanbh ait Onvrenter, 
¢ i if the Committee of the 7 
Sala DyiticMteh eal Porthind. 
PorTLAND, Aprit 16, 1827. aad : 
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(<The following letter from a gentleman in Hophkia- 
ton, Mass. to his aged parent, contains many good 
reflections, and gives us, also. a hint of the view 
which some of the Methodists themselyes take of 
the conduct of the Conductors of Zion’s Herald.” 

ry : 

’ : LETTER. ~~ as 
Dear Mother,—I wish you to give these few 
lines a dispassionate reading.. You have re- 
peatedly, to me and others, spoken disvespeet~ 
fully and reproachfully of the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Grace and Salvation, and likewise of 
some ofits professors and adyocates;and when 

I attempted to query with you on the subject, 

you invariably would waye it by saying; that 

you would net dispute:—You said you was 
willing that others should enjoy their opimion, 
but not to proselyte any one to their beliefi— 

Now, kind mother, L wish to. know how you or 

any other person can form a correct opinion of 

any system of Theology, unless: you fully un- 
derstand all its parts? If you wished to learn 

‘any mechanical art, would you.not apply to 

one that was master of the art? Surely you 

would, I ain convinced that it is through mis- 
information and misconception, that you are so 
much opposed to the doctrine of Universal 

Benevolence aud Impartial Grace. Free in- 

quiry is the only effectual agent. against error, 

It is, in my view, very inconsistent in any per= 


barber such an unchristian-like spirit. O the 


if 
you think me, or any others sentimentally er- 
roneous, shew a cbristian-like spivit, L am 
willing to be proselyted to the truth;—if I am 
wrong, I wish to know it,-4 wish to have a 
mind open to conviction at all times. But if 
any one maxes only bare assertions, without: 
proof from either scripture orreason, L am un-» 
der no obligations to believe them, 
_ Now, kind parent, I wish you to set aside 
the prejudices of education, the principles of 
superstition, and those narrew, contracted views 
of our common. Father, whois good samto all; 


whose tendei mercies are over ails who hath made « 
~ 4 wa J 
one blood all nations of men, to dwell on al! the 


Juce of the earth. . You frequently baye spoken 
¥ man’s free-agency. Remember man’s 


gency ts limited 3 we are dependent beings. h 


——eE oe eC eee Ss 


--. = 


You have’ said, “that it i 


_ 


in hin ve our be- They reprint Mr. Scott’s Essays to Mr. Whit- 


| Rite eRe and 
' Eternal life is the of God. We cannot|temore, and refuse to print Mr. W.’s replies. 


purchase it, for i ts without money or price.—| This looks wrong to every candid and impar- 
is no matter how badjtial mind. Even as I know, some of their own 
we do, if Universalism be true: it will be just! friends, and official members in the Methodist 
as well with us hereafter.” So you may burn| Church, disapprove of this procedure. Such 
your hand, or break your arm, they will get| pitiful conduct as this, is highly reprehensi- 
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well again. Remember the way of the trans- 
gressor is hard, but the ways of wisdom are 
ways of pleasaatness, and all her paths are peace. 
Happiness and misery are both in the present 


time. It is not_a little strange to me that min- 


isters, as well as others, advance an idcaike | 


this; mankind are in a state of total deprav- 


ble and will meet with its due reward. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


TO THE REV. H. HILDRETH OF 
4 GLOUCESTER, MASS. 


‘Rev. Sir,—in. my former letter I avoided 


ity, or total moral blindness, in consequence of| any particular notice of the ~ following, which 
the fall, and at the same time call on them in|is found in a passage I quoted from your 
this very state of total inability, to make their | discourse; 


calling and election sure, informing them that 
God and Christ, which are both one, as we are 
taught by the orthodox divines, have done all on 
their part; but if they neglect to do what they 
cannot, eternal, never-endin 
_ their portion. — 


+ 


Mother, you have children, and T have heard | letter, 
- you frequently say, that you meant to use them! 


impartially. Imperfect mortal! wishing to use 
impartiality, your practice and belief are at is- 
sue. I would here remark, that both reason 
and revelation are in proof ofthe impartial good- 
ness of our heavenly Father. Reason and 
common sense-teach, that God who created all 

_ things, must have had a wise and good end 
therein. Scripture teaches, He created all 
things,—for his pleasure they are and were creat- 
ed. God saw all that he had made, and behold 
was very good. 

You have cautioned me as to my setting a 
bad example by attending those meetings 
where the doctrine of Universalism ts preached. 

_ Now Tam bold to assert, that if you and many 
others would follow this example, many hard, 
-unchristianlike feelings and speeches would be 
done away. You and they might enjoy your- 
selves better, and not wound the feelings of 
your real and best friends. { would here in- 
form you that your Calvinistic and Arminian 
divines do preach, at times, the same doctrine 
with those who are frequently called, by the 
orthodox, the Devil’s ministers;—and when they 
(the orthodox) do preach the gospel, they are 
very well suited. If the preacher speaks of 
the love of God, or states that God is Love, 
allare pleased with it, for they rejoice to learn 
that they have such a friend. It has a tenden- 
ey to dispel fears and doubts from the mind: 
people feel happy in the presence,of their 
heavenly benefactor; and they will be fearful 
of displeasing such a friend, thereby to receive 
ehastisement. For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, &c. I really pity the man who 
stands before a congregation, and there makes 
statements without proof from either scripture, 
réason or Gommon sense, and at other times 
will lay down ¢orrect premises, and nade wrong 
deductions, ~*~ y 

Dear Mother, your conduct makes me think 
of a man in this vicinity, that went to attend 
the funeral’ of a young lady. After finding 
that Mr. B. from Boston, was the clergyman 
on this occasion, he gets his horse and carriage, 
calls’on his lady and starts for home, His la- 
dy tried hard to persuade him to stay until the 
ceremonies were over; but to no purpose,— 
What could this weak, superstitious Br. Par- 
tialist know of Mr. B. or of his performance? 
Nothing. 

The Editor of Zion’s Herald, the paper you 
patronise, puts Questions to Universalists, and 
wil not receive and publish the answers.— 


“Where, it is believed, the very language of the Bi- 
ble concerning the future state of the wicked, is become | 
to great numbers, loathsome, if not quite intolera-| 
ble.”’ 

I did not omit a particular notice of this sec- | 


it the subject of another | 
for at that time I thought the peculiar, 
| character which seems.to adhere to that insin-' 
| uation was some shades darker than what char- 
| ity could easily impute to an honest heart; for’ 
this reason it was silently passed over. And 
although I find it difficult to accommodate any 
plausible extenuation to that character, by. 


bringing the insinuation within the pale of honest | 


intention of making 


mistake, [ have, on more mature deliberation, | 


concluded that my duty will be more faithfully | Wl, afler- all, cmppaseakateslsliheaterOHlban 


discharged by submitting some queries and re- 
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they quiet their minds respecting those most 
awful threatenings. But by allowing this ex- 
tension of charity, I cut myself short of the 
privilege of. exercising this most precious 
grace relative to your statement which I am 
considering; for if you think that Universalists 
can satisfy themselves in the way you state, 
concerning these most awful threatenings, how 
is it possible for you to believe that their very 
language is to them become loathsome, if not 
quite intolerable? . It appears to me, Sir, that 
you have here, in one sentence, stated two 
things, one in direct opposition to the other, 
and both of them as your real belief! 

Rey. Sir, if there be any way for you to as- 
sist me out of the difficulty, in which you see 
me here involved, you would confer a favor 
which I should most highly esteem. -I seem to 
see you inthe. desk, designed for sacred use; 
you there:stand: as God’s minister; you have 
just performed one of the most solemn acts of 


g misery will be! tion of the paragraph which I quoted, with any. devotion, in an address to the throne of heaven; 


you are now proceeding to deliver a sermon on 


ministerial fidelity; Your text directs you to 
Jimit every sentence you utter by the word of 
God; but alas!. where are you? and what are 
you doing? You. are, uttering insinuations un- 


kind and erroneous, relative to a religious So- 


ciety and their pastor, im which you contradict 


and confound yourself. Is this ministerial ft- 
delity? 

Having thus stated this: subject, which duty 
and faithfulness seem to compel me to do; I 


. * « ~ > > <¢ * sree hey 
marks, relative to this subject, for your consid- been treacherous; and that, inssome way, which 


eration. 


By the expression, ‘‘It is believed,” we must | 


lheve. Believe what? 


you believe? Sir, it is.a most severe trial 
even to pen the answer; and yet I feel it my 
duty to state it fairly. It is this; You say that 
you believe, that the ‘‘very language ofthe Bi- 
ble concerning the future state of the wicked, 
is become to great numbers, (Universalists) 
loathsome, if not quite intolerable.” 
ask you, Sir, whether you do in fact believe 
this, but I must be permitted to ask you how. 
you ccme to believe it? Have great numbers, 


that the ‘‘very language of the Bible concern- | 
ing the future state of the wicked is become | 
loathsome to them’? Or to alter the question, 
let me ask, if even an individual has given you 
such information’ concerning himself? Unless 
you have had this information from the Univer- 
salists themselves, how are you to be justified 
in the statement you have made? 

But, Sir, you have, it I have understanding 
to discern, betrayed your want of iniegrity re- 
lative to this dark insinuation, and that too in 
the very sentence where you state your belief. 
You say; 

“In a place, where for fifty years the most awful 
threatenings of the word of God have jbeen e plained 
away, so as to. mean, in eflect, just pothmg at all.” 

These words next preceed those [ am notic- 
ing» What, Sir, dothey imply? Their mean- 
ing is, that Universalists are 1n the habit of 


understand you to mean, that you yourself be-| 
I askin the name of; 
sober, honest truth, what it is which you say, 


i will not, 


of the Universalists in Gloucester informed you, | i ah ig 
'when the severeign pontuil exercised almost 


explaining the most awiul threatenings of the 
word of God, in such-amanner, as not to op- 
pose their general belief of the salvation of all 
then; which manner of explanation, you say, 
ailows: thempto amount to nothing. Well, Sir, 
in this 1. caa charitably allow your general er- 
rors in doctrine to plead your excuse, and sup- 
pose, that you really believe, or rather think 


‘iat the Universalists have a way, in which 


do not discover, you may have made the 
statement, considered in this letter, with justi- 
fiable motives. If you can make this appear, 
even plausible, pray do not fail to do it, and 
allow me to subscribe myself your faithful fel- 
low-servant. Hosea Batvou. 


From the (Philadel.) Reformer. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND, OR POPERY. 
The reformation was first begun by Wickliffin 
England, who was born abont 1324, and who 
received his first impressions against clerical im- 


‘posture and wickedness while at Oxford. This 


was in the reign of Edward the third, when pa- 
pal tyranny was at its height in England, and 


uncontrolled dominion over civil and religious 
authorities every where. 

The light produced. and spread abroad by 
the boldness and research of Wicktitt, reached 
Bohewia about half a century afterwards, where 
the reformation, in consequence of his writings, 
was begun at Prague by John Hass, and after 
more or less interruption, which it met with by 
the wars which the clergy excited against it, 
it was renewed by Luther about the year 1500, 
and consummated during his hfe time in Ger- 
many. 

At the time Wichliff began to expose the ty- 
ranny and coruptions ef the clergy in BHugland, 
they were, perhaps, more. glaring and wicked 
than at this day, for the Pope by his councils 
and decrees, could, by his agents, gather taxes 
and control parliainent, ina more arbitrary man- 
ner than the English clergy now do by the in- 
fluence of tithes, and the deep seated power 
which a vast .hivrurchy pussesses in almost, 
every thing. 

Wien Wickii? began to expose the errore 
and corruptions of popery, he, had to, doit, with 
great caution atid circunigspection, as they were 
so great that the friars called Christ a beggar, 
and said they must beg in imitation of him 
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The Pope claimed all the rectories and vicara- 
ges, and oreserved them to dispose of to favor- 
ites and friends abroad. Edward became 80 
oppressed that he withdrew his contributions to 
the Pope, and was threatened by him, and he 
agrees not to dispose of the benifices of the 
church of England. Wickliff, in seeing the 
pomp and splendor of the bishops travelling 
about with eighty horsemen, compares them 
with Armageddons, ana calls the Pope anti- 
christ. The Duke of Lanchester, a powerful 
and influential man, had early been the un- 
daunted friend of Wickliff,xbad conferred a good 
benefice on him. When Wickliffis summoned be- 
fore the archbishop of Canterbury, the duke of 
Lancaster exerted his power and influence in his 
favor ,but those ofthe ecclesiastical bodywere too 
great, aud after much violence the trial ends. 

’ Edward now dies, and the duke falls. The 
Pope issues his bulls—requires Wickliffto_re- 
nource His doctrines, or appear at Rome. The 
commotion produced by Wickliff’s doctrines, 
now, for the first time, causes the Pope to be 
treated with contempt. 

Wickliff first translated the Bible into Eng- 
lish, but the clergy tried to suppress it, as they 
said, that by giving it to every body it was giv- 
ing it to swine, when Christ intended it for them 
alone. This was attempted by bringing a bill 
into parliament, but without effect. He repro- 
bated all comments on the scriptures. he 
doctrine of transubstantiation, which was first 
started about the year 820, was attacked by 
Wickliff, but he was forbid doing it by the Uni- 
versity, as it has gained such a general belief, 
and for it he was condemned as an heretic. 
Even for this, his faithful friend, the duke of 
Lancaster, deserts him. He said that saving 
faith was a beliefin only one article, a Mesiah, 
The Catholics believe in innumerable articles 
of faith. He disputes the Pope’s authority for 
using Coersion, and condemned human ordinan- 
ces, all useless ceremonies, absolution, indul- 
gences, consecrations, and decorations of 
churches, though he approved of a confessor. 
Strange infatuation, that such a diligent re- 
former should think that such impostors and 
enemies of the cross, could be appealed to, to 
interpose for the salvation of sinners from 
eternal death! ‘ 

The spirit and feeling infused into the Brit- 


ish parliament by Wickliil’s doctrines and wri- | 


tings. and by itinerant preachers, required a 
constant and and increasing vigilance in the 
ecclesiastical body towards the Reformers, 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
and formed 


oppose its usurpations, They pane a peti- 
tion to seize the revenues of the clergy, who 
compromise by giving up the priories. 

About this time, Urban and Gregory, two 
competitors for the papal chair, and who had 
cansed a vast effusion of blood about it, sub- 
mitted to the election of anew Pope. Alexan- 
der, who, out of gratitude to the king of Eng- 
land for his assistance in procuring his election, 
remitted the sins of most of his subjects, ex- 
cept the poorest, for a small sum. 

The disseminations of Wickliff’s doctrines 
stands connected with the excitement they pfo- 
duced in other countries, which will be the 
subject of another communication. 

A VIRGINIAN. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
A YOUNG LADY’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FOR 
GRATUITOUS INSTRUCTION ON 
A PIANO FORTE. 


Take what the grateful heart can give, 
Nor spurn the poor reward. 

On memory’s page thy name shall live, 
And truth thy deeds record. 

No treasure at thy feet I fling, 
No gold shall offered be; 

The sacrifice which I will bring, 
Is gratitude to thee. 

To thee, who taught my skilless hand 
To strike the tuneful keys; 

And, even in their vari’d sound, 
Thy critic ear to please. 

This truth my willing lips impart, 
In gratitude to show, 

That from a truly grateful heart, 
These hepes and wishes flow: 

May he, by whom the little dove 
Will never be forgot, 

Look from his rad’ent throne above, 
And bless thy earthly lot. 

May ev’ry charm which binds thy heart 
To home and friends so dear, 

With constant sweets their glow impart, 
And strengthen ev’ry year. 

May pleasure banish ev’ry sigh, 
And wipe each falling tear; 

Far from thy home may discord fly, 
Nor sorrow hover near. 

May true religion ever be 
Thy shield and guiding star, 

*Till, set from ev’ry sorrow free, 


Thy spirit soars afar. E.R. B, 


THE BENEVOLENT ACTRESS. 
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med together a acene too affecting for 
so sensitive a mind to behold without the strong 
est sensations of athetic a, At et 


ural liveliness of disposition Mra. Jo 


| known to possess, could not easily be d 
ert sconem nevertheless, although — 


strove to hide it, the tear of feeling stole down 


the cheeks of sensibitity, and stooping to kiss 


the children, she slipped a pound note into the 
mother’s hand, and in her usual playful manner — 
replied, ‘There, there; now it is all over; go, 
good woman, God bless you! don’t say oie a 
er word.” The grateful creature would have — 
replied; but this good Samaritan insisted on her 
silence and departure,which at last she complied — 
with sobbing forth thanks, and calling blessings 
on her benefactress, It so happened that anoth- 
er person had taken shelter in the porch, and 
itnessed the whole of this interesting scene, 
0, as soon as our heroine observed him, came 
forward, holding out his hand, and with a deep 
sigh exclaiming, ‘Lady pardon the freedom of _ 
a stranger, but would to the Lord the world ¥ 
were all like thee.” The figure of this man 


plainly bespoke his calling; his countenance — 


was pale and woe-begone, and a suit of sable | 


rather the worse for wear, covered a figure — 


thin and spare. The penetrating eye of our 
philanthrophist soon developed the character — 
and profession of this singular looking person, — 


and with her wonted good humour and playtul-_ 


ness, retiring a few paces, she replied, ‘No, I 
won’t shake hands with you.”” “Why?” “Be-_ 
cause you are a methodist preacher, and when — 
you know who I am, you will send me to the 
devil.”—“The Lord forbid! I am as yousay,— 
a preacher of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who _ 
tells me to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, 
and relieve the distressed; and do you think T 
can behold a sister so cheerfully obeying the — 
commands of my great Master, without feeling 
a spiritual attachment that leads ‘me to break 
through worldly customs, and offer you the — 
hand of friendship and brotherly love??”— 
“Well, well, you are a good old soul, I dare 
say; but—a—I don’t like fanatics, and you'll 


not like me, when I tell you who I am.”—“L_ 


hope I shall.” —‘*Well, then, I tell yon I ama 
player.”—The ety ie turned up his eyes 
and sighed. ‘Yes, | am a/player; you must 
have heard of me—Mrs, Jordan is my name.” 


During Mrs. Jordan’s short stay in Chester, | After a short pause, he again put forth his hand, 


in England, where she was performing, as 


usual, to crowded and enraptured houses, her | 


washerwoman, a widow with three small chil- 


which produced an act under Henry VI. com-|dren, was by a merciless creditor thrown into 
bined with ecclesiastical power, to burn here-| prison ; a small debt of forty shillings having, 


ties. The nature of his doctrine tended to 
produce exemplary conduct in his followers, 


and to increase converts to it; and this increas- | 
« . 7 } * 
ed the jealousy and persecutions of the cler- | sterling. 


in a very short time, by the usual process of forbid that I should.” 


the glorious uncertainty, item this, that, and the 
other, been worked up to a bill of eight pounds 
As soon as this good hearted crea- 


gy, particularly towards men of note and dis-|ture heard of the circumstance, she sent for the 


tinction. 
Commissioners were sent by the archbishop 
of Canterbury, to examine into heresy among 


attorney paid his demand, and observed, with 
as much severity as her good natured counte- 
tenance could assume, ‘Some of you lawyers 


the students at Oxtord, the residence of Wick-|are surely wicked spirits sent on earth to make 
nf. <A large body of ecclesiastics desire lord | poor mortals miserable.”” The attorney, how- 
Cobham’s life tor sowing sedition there—They | ever, pocketed the affront, and with a low bow 


overpower the king, excommunicate lord Cob-| made his exit. 


ham, try him for heresy and denying the 
Podes supremacy. 


jday the poor woman was liberated. 
He exposed their absurd | Mrs. Jordan, with her servant, was taking her 


On the afierncon of the same 


As 


doctrines and wickedness, and was confined in | usual walk on the Chester walls, the widow 
the tower—escapes and flies to Wales—is| with her three children followed her, and just 
taken by treachery, brought back and executed. | as she had taken shelter from a shower of rain 

The Lollards, as Wickliff’s disciples and} in a long kind of porch, dropped on her knees 
followers were called, had now to assemble} and with diffienlty exclaimed, “God forever 
eceretly, and in the n gbt, to worship. Many} bless you, madam ! you have saved me and my 
satriot Catholic me mbers of parliament grew} family from ruin.” ? 


aiholic E | fam: The children, beholamg|,¢ ¢ 
«alous of a rieh and tyrannical hierarchy, and, their mother’s tears, added their plaintive cries, 


and with a complacent countenance, replied: 
“The Lord bless thee, whoever thou art; his 
goodness is unlimited; he hath bestowed om 
thee a large portion of his spirit: and as to thy) 
calling, if thy soul upbraid thee not, Heavem 
Thus reconciled, the 
rain having abaited, they left the porch togeth- 
er, whilst fine deep impressions this scene, to- 
gether with the facinating address of our hero- 
ine, made on the mind of the preacher, over- 
came all his prejudices, and the offer of his 
arm being accepted, the female Roscius of the — 
comic English drama, and the melancholy dis- 
ciple of John Wesley, proceeded arm in arm; 
affording, in appearance at least, rather a 
whimsical contrast, till the door of her dwel- 
ling put and end to the scene. At parting, 
the preacher again took her hand. “Fare 
thee well, sister,” said he, “I know not what 
the principles of people of thy calling may be, 
for thou art the first I evér conversed with; but 
if their benevolent practices equal thine, I 
hope and trust, at the great day the Lord will say 
to each, “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” 


- Married—In Charlestown, by Rev. T. Whittemore 
ambridge, Mr. Ebenezer F. Cutter to Miss Eliza 
Ann Edinands, both of the former place. — 


